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Think  it  neceffary  to  advertife  the  Reader , 
•z chat  kind  of  entertainment  he  may  hope  to 
meet  'with  in  the  following  Pages. 


I 


i They  contain  an  attempt  to  'vindicate  the  Bri- 
tifh  Parliament  from  the  imputation  of  unconfli- 
tutional  /evert ty  in  the  late  Stamp  Act,  and 
to  reconcile  the  Colonies  to  this  claim  of  pow¬ 
er  in  the  Parliament ,  chief y  upon  principles  of 
Reajon ,  Duty,  and  Allegiance  ;  and  in  this  I 
have  not  departed  from  that  ferioufnefs  of  argu¬ 
ment  which  the  importance  of  the  quejlion  de¬ 
fer  ves.  In  other  parts  of  the  Pamphlet  I  have 
endeavoured  to  ridicule  fuch  pr  aft  ices  of  my  Coun¬ 
trymen ,  and  fuch  miflakes  in  principle ,  as  ap¬ 
pear’d  to  me  to  lie  mojl  open  to  that  kind  of  at¬ 
tack  ;  and  in  expofmg  the  jolly  of  which ,  little 
attention  is  ufually  paid  to  grave  and  ferious  ar¬ 
gumentation  :  How  I  have  fucceeded  in  thefe ,  it 
is  impoffble  for  me  to  judge ;  the  Reader  mu (l 
determine.  I  fatter  my f "elf  however  that  the 
argument  will  convince ,  and  the  vein  of  humour 

pleafe-. 


V 


fleafle %  that  the  reafloning  will  perfuade,  and' 
the  ridicule  infpire  a  degree  of  con flcious  Jkame  in 
the  hreafis  of  thoj'e  againjl  whom  it  is  pointed. 


Since  the  writing  of  the  Pamphlet ,  I  am  told 
that  Mr.  P — —  has  once  more  chang'd  the  cli¬ 
mate ,  and  that  having  lately  gone  over  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  he  has  made  a  quick  retreat ,  and  is  come 
fifi  back  again  to  Old  England.  1  am  not  at 
all  furprized  at  this  ;  for  Nafurali/ls  obferve , 
( and Jkiljtd  Anatomijls  account  for  it ;  referring 
it  to  a  defect  in  the  Pineal  Gland ,  and  a  twirl 
or  twijling  in  the  Cerebellum)  that  a  true  feekpr 
of  the  Aura  popular  is ,  Jeldorn  fleers  long  the  fame 
courfe ,  bat  rum ,  open  mouth ,  like  a  boy  after 
a  butterfly ,  wriggling  and  winding  this  way 
and  that  way ,  as  the  verf utility  of  the  filly  infedl 
leads  him. 


The  Words  lawlefs  and  illegal  will  each  occur 
once  at  leaft  in  the  following  Sheets,  for  which 
the  Word  unconflitutional  perhaps  may  be  more 
properly  iubftitutcd. 

65-  7 this  Pamphlet  mu  ft  be  dated  from  the  Time  cf 
the  Stamp  Act  being  firfl  under  Con  ft  deration  of  the 
parliament  in  the  pr  flent  S  ffion ;  and  cf  Mr.  P-’s 
ftidden  veering  about  prom  one  Siae  of  the  Queflion  it 
the  other. 


I 


GOOD  HUMOUR,  &>c. 


I 

T  a  time  when  the  affairs  of  our 
American  Colonies  engage  every 
one’s  attention,  and  the  minds  of 
men  are  varioufly  agitated  and  di¬ 
vided  concerning  them,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  one  who  wifhes  well  to  his  Country, 
and  but  imagines  he  can  either  throw  fome  light 
upon  the  fubjedt,  or  otherwife  contribute  to  re¬ 
concile  the  difcordant  fentiments  of  his  country¬ 
men,  not  to  offer  his  thoughts  and  reafonings 
to  the  Public.  But  above  all  he  will  be  incited 
to  this,  when  he  finds  the  fupreme  legiflative 
authority  of  his  Country  unjuftly  as  he  thinks, 
refledted  upon,  and  fufpedted  of  having  exerted 
a  fevere  and  lawlefs  Power >  and  when  he  fees 
•  Demagogues  and  fadtious  men  ufing  all  their 
arts,  to  enflame  the  people,  and  taking  occalion 
from  the  heft  and  mod  falutary  meafures  of 
Government,  to  bring  an  odium  upon  it,  and 
raze  the  very  foundations  of  civil  fociety. 


The  fingle  point  in  difpute,  I  apprehend, 
between  the  Colonies  and  their  Mother-Coun¬ 
try,  is  the  right  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  to 
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tax  the  Colonies  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  Re, 
venue  3  a  Power  which  the  Britifli  Parliament 
hath  lately  exercifed  in  the  affair  of  the 
Stamp  Duty,  and  againft  which  the  Colo¬ 
nies  have  more  than  flrongiy  remonftrated.  in- 
fifting  that  the  tight  of  taxation  is  not  in  the 
•Parliament  of  Great  Britain ,  but  in  their  own 
AiTemblies  In  Support  of  this  it  is  urged. 
That  the  Colonies  not  being  reprefenteJ  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain ,  it  would  be  an 
iLegal  exettion  of  power  in  the  Parliament  to 
impofe  a  Tax  upon  them  3  that  their  Repre- 
Tntatives  are  their  own  AiTemblies,  where  alone 
they  can  and  ought  to  be  taxed  3  it  being  a 
fundamental  privilege  of  every  Britifli  fubjeft 
to  be  taxed  by  his  own  Reprefentative  only. 
On  the  fide  of-  the  Colonies,  and  to  patronize 
and  fupport  this  claim,  armed  in  complete  ar¬ 
mour,  Reps  forth  the  gigantic  Champion  of 
ihe  Americans,  Mr.  P — — ,  a  Goliath,  not  of 
Gath,  but  a  revolted  Englifhman  ;  for  had  he' 
been  a  native  Savage,  or  a  Creole,  one  might 
nave  excufed  his  partiality  to  his  country,  and 
it  would  have  lefs  excited  one’s  amazement 
teat  he  mould  fo  ftrenuoully  pervert  his  talents 
to  ufhonour  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain , 
and  embroil  it  with  the  Colonies :  The  Popu- 
ianty  which  this  Gentleman  affeds,  and  to 
wjaca  he  has  attained  in  an  extraordinary 
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degree,  adds  weight  to  whatever  fide  of  the 
queftion  he  thinks  fit  to  efpoufe  ;  the  Populace 
who  are  always  in  the  right,  and  whole  candid 
judgment  no  one  ever  dared  to  controvert,  are 
entirely  at  his  devotion ;  they  are  a  leaden  ( I 
wall  I  couid  lay  a  dead  weight  in  the  fcale  of 
IVir.  P—  and  preponderate  above  the  wil- 
dom  of  Lords  and  Commons,  above  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  deliocration  of  all  the  lenlible  men 
in  Great  Britain . 


One  might  make  one’s  felf  merry  with  the 
ridicule  of  this  idea,  but  there  is  lomething 
belonging  to  it  fo  peftiferous,  and  fubverfive 
of  civil  fociety,  that  a  well-wifiier  to  his  Coun¬ 
try  cannot  but  ferioufiy  regret  there  was  ever 

fo  popular  a  man  as  Mr.  P - born  into  the 

world  :  I  believe  it  may  be  truly  affirmed,  that 
fuch  popularity  was  never  fairly  acquired ;  it 
always  arifes  out  of  Fadtion,  and  the  artful 
abufe  of  lupenor  talents ;  and  ever  intends  it’s 
own  emolument  before  that  of  the  Public,  with 
which  it  is  fpecioully  veiled.  Does  not  every 

impartial  obferver  difeover  th  is  in  Mr.  P - ? 

%as  his  golden  Adminiftration  unpaid,  or  his 

Retreat  unpenfioned  ?  Is  not  Lady  Ch _ m 

now  the  partner  of  his  bed,  and  is  not  the 
fruit  of  their  embraces  ennobled  to  all  pofteri- 
ty  ?  Where  then  is  the  difinterehed,  patriotic 

virtue 
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virtue  of  the  Man  ?  Perhaps  you  will  fay  it 
fhtine  brighteft  in  the  day  of  adverfity,  when 
his  confcientious  integrity  could  no  longer 
Suffer  him  to  hold  the  reins  of  government 
and  he  retreated  to  Hayes  on  foot,  like  Cm - 
cinnatus  to  the  plow,  having  advertifed  his 
coach-horfes  for  fale  out  of  Sheer  poverty  and 
humility.  Was  there  ever  fuch  an  affc&ation 
of  popularity,  and  a  feeking  for  the  commifc- 
ration  and  applaufe  of  the  Vulgar !  I  had  long 
h'-mre  fulpedtcd,  notwithstanding  the  argument 

of  univerfcl  confent,  that  Mr.  P - was  but 

a  Md  ii,  a  Man  oi  Something  like  paSlions  with 
the  reit  of  the  Species,  and  perhaps  both  frail 
and  fallible  i  but  this  Slroke  of  his  Policy  dif- 
covered  that  he  was  in  fome  refpefts  a  weak 
Man,  a  Dupe  to  Popularity,  inferior  to  many 
of  thole  whom  he  affedted  to  deSpife,  and  that 

he  had  fomething  elfe  in  view  than  the  Public 
Good. 

i  ,  ,  '  ■  —  i 

It  is  a  Saying  fomewhere  of  Mr.  Voltaire , 
Rarementleshommes  font  affez  bons3  ou  alTez 
medians ;  Men  are  Jeldom  jujjict ently  pood  or 
Sufficiently  u ad  for  the  accompliJ}:ment  of  their  de- 
ffigns.  Mr.  P—  has  great  Talents ;  which 
.had  they  been  accompanied  with  unfull  led  Vir¬ 
tue  and  Integrity,  would  have  raifed  him  high 
in  the  efteem  of  his  Contemporaries**  and  en¬ 
deared 


I 
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deared  his  memory  to  pofterity ;  but  he  was 
not  aflez  bon ,  not  armed  Cap  a  Pied  with  Vir¬ 
tue,  and  the  Pi.lar  of  his  Fame  totters:  that 
little,  great  name,  which  was  fo  lately  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain ,  and  at 
which  both  France  and  Spain  fhudder’d,  is 
now  finking  into  Contempt,  and  his  ard.nt 
Third  of  Popularity,  will  in  all  probability, 
even  with  his  own  Countrymen,  lower  him  to 
a  very  fmall  lhare  of  good  Reputation, 

•  0  0  f 

Who  can  doubt  of  thisconfequence,  when 
even  at  this  critical  time,  that  the  Colonies  have 
unreafonably  taken  the  alarm,  and  by  a  moil:  tu¬ 
multuous  and  offenfive  behaviour,  have  relift¬ 
ed  the  Authority,  and  made  an  attack  upon 
the  Honour  of  the  Britifh  Parliament  ?  at  this 

critical  time,  I  fay,  Mr.  P - -  by  the  breath 

of  his  mouth,  has  been  blowing  up  the  flame 
of  Sedition,  already  kindled  in  the  Colonies; 
declaring  it  as  his  opinion,  if  I  am  rightly  in¬ 
formed,  that  their  claim  of  exemption  from 
taxation  by  the  Britifh  Parliament  is  a  good 
one,  and  that  the  Stamp  Act  is  an  illegal 
exertion  of  Parliamentary  Power. 

r  •  *  -r*  T  •  f  i  % 

I  ,  i  J  ,  (  ,  f  /  <1  \  %  /  £+  m  %  k  m  % 

I  have  leen  but  one  Pamphlet  upon  the  fub- 
jedt,  which,  as  it  is  faid  to  contain  the  avowed 
fentiments  of  a  great  Lawyer,  and  a  great 

Commoner, 
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Commoner,  is  believed  to  be  the  produce  of 
their  united  force:  That  it  was  written  dr 
luperin tended  in  part  by  fome  perfon  learned 
in  the  Law,  the  flyle  and  expreffion  evi¬ 
dently  fhew  i  and  that  fome  perfon  of  geniits 
and  judgment  has  contributed  his  part,  is  equal¬ 
ly  clear  and  indubitable.  But  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  throw  in  my  own  conjedfure,  fome 
third  pel  fon  of  a  confuted  head  and  more 
Saturnine  Genius  than  the  former,  has  alfo  lent 
his  abilities  to  the  work.  Unlefs  indeed  it 
may  be  fuppofed,  that,  fimilar  to  what  is  ex¬ 
perienced  fometimes  in  the  muddy  effedt  of  two 
pellucid  liquors,  the  jumbling  of  two  brighter 
heads  together  might  produce  a  Grange  and 
heterogeneous  compound;  for  in  all  the  books 
I  ever  read,  I  never  met  with  greater  contrari¬ 
ety.  In  the  general  -there  is  good  fenfe  and 
perfpicuity ;  now  and  then,  the  mod:  ungram¬ 
matical  nonfenfe  and  perplexity;  fometimes 
what  you  would  expedt  from  a  Britijh  Senator, 
and  fometimes  the  frantic  ravings  of  a  Firgi - 

nian  Tobacconift :  One  while  the  unaffedted 

~  \ 

manly  fenfe  of  the  gentleman  and  the  fcholar, 
at  another  time  a  conceited  difplay  of  ridiculous 
pedantry.  This  I  own  I  was  afraid  of  from 
the  beginning,  when  I  found  our  combined 
Authors  in  the  title-page  borrowing  an  unmean¬ 
ing  motto  from  the  obfcure  Perjius,  a  pedantry 

which 
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which  is  afterwards  repeated  in  another  more 
obfcure  quotation  from  the  fame  author.  I  ihall 
tranfcribe  them  for  the  exercife  of  the  ingenious 
reader’s  acumen  ;  who  as  he  may  now  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  gone  thro’  the  Ladies'  Diary  for 
the  prefent  year,  will  be  glad  of  an  /Enigma 
or  two  that  will  detain  him  a  few  weeks  longer  5 
at  the  end  of  which  period,  as  is  ufual  at  the 
folution  of  like  problems,  if  any  ingenious  cor-' 
refpondent  fhall  give  the  lenfe  of  the  quota¬ 
tions,  and  fhew  a  rational  connection  with  the 
fubjeft  they  adorn,  he  fhall  receive  for  his  pains 
a  full  grofs  of  the  Pamphlets  aforefaid,  now 
lying  at  the  Printers,  and  ready  to  be  delivered. 

Enigma  the  firft  in  the  Title-Page, 

• - cTotumq\  hcec  verba  rejignent 

%uod  latet  arcana ,  non  enarrabile,  Libra. 

.'Enigma  the  fecond,  which  alone  deferves  to 
be  intitled  the  Prize  /Enigma, 

• -  Certo  compejcere  Pun&o 

Nefcius  Examen. 

It  will  be  but  fair  play,  in  order  to  fhorten 
his  labour,  to  acquaint  the  diligent  inveftiga- 
tor  of  this  abftrufe  Parable,  with  what  3  know 
of  the  matter.  Thefe  contemptuous  writers, 
in  this  latter  quotation,  reprefent  a  fimple 
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Apothecary  (of  which  profefllcn  *  I  the  Au¬ 
thor  atr>  not  at  all  afliamed)  as  weighing  out  a 
dofe  oi  Hellebore  for  his  Patient,  and  yet  fo 

incredibly 


*  Tt  is  fometimes  a  fatisfa&ion  to  the  Reader  to  be  acquaint¬ 
ed  vvi  h  the  antient  and  modern  hiRory  of  his  Author,  which 
I  Avail  here  deduce  in  a  very  ihort  compafs  from  the  remoteit 
antiquity  to  the  prefent  haur.  I  am  an  Apothecary,  the  fon 
of  an  Apoili  cry,  my  anceilors  from  time  immemorial  having 
been  renowned,  (ome  for  cutting  of  corns,  and  fome  for  tooth^ 
drawing.  I  was  put  an  apprentice  in  my  early  years  to  that 
famous  practitioner  Mr.  E/dras  Barneve/t,  but  by  an  aft  of 
great  i  diicn  tion,  Hull  I  call  it,  or  meer  fatality,  had  very 
nearly  forfeited  my  indentures.  My  matter,  as  is  well  known, 
railed  n  good  fortune  by  his  profeffion,  but  lquander’d  away  the 
greatelt  part  of  it  among  Bricklayers  and  Plaitterers  On 
which  occafion,  my  Evil  Genius  (  whofe  real  and  vifible  evid¬ 
ence  1  can  with  as  much  veracity  affirm  as  Dr..  Cook)  tempted 
me  to  write  down,  and  if  1  have  any  fenfe  or  knowledge  of 
any  thing,  any  tkill  in  Medicine,  any  judgmert  in  Pulfe  or 
Urine,  uooci  at  mv  elbow,  and  did  a&uajly  did«te  to  me, 
totidem  aerbis,  the  fallowing  lines  ;  my  little  Dog  hrft  difeo- 
vering  him  to  me,  and  barking  all  the  while  that  I  performed 
the  office  of  the  Devil’s  Amanuenfis. 


Old  Efdras  hy  Bolus  and  Pill  that  is  h:althy% 
Cathartic.  Emetic  and  Cly Per,  grew  wealthy. 

So  famous  for  Palfy ,  for  Gout,  and/or  Itch , 

Old  iildras,  my  PI  offer,  grew  Juctdeniy  rich 

But  turnhr>  his  Head  f  otn  the  Art  he  was  /kill'd  in, 

lit  loft  af  he d  got  hy  his  Talent  for  Building  : 

Quoth  NlC  then,  obferiing  his  long  Pu  fe  grown  forter, 
Ih hat  he  got  by  the  Pestle  he  lofl  by  the  Morter. 


This  diabolical  infpiruion  had  very  nearly  loft  to  the  world 
me  Nicholas  Tod,  it's  belt  Apothecary  ;  who  now  (thanks 
to  my  better  Genius)  praftile  Phlebotomy  with  Angular  cafe 
and  fuccefs  among  the  better  fort  of  people,  and  ferve  m  ny 
wo  fhipful  families  with  medicine.  I  have  this  morning  taken 
a  dole  of  my  own  phyfic,  and  having  the  combined  Authors’ 
Pamphlet  in  my  hand,  am  perfectly  refigned  to  the  operation, 
and  prepared  for  all  events. 
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incredibly  ignorant  as  not  to  underfl'and  the 
management  of  a  pair  of  feales,  or  to  diftinguifh 
Troy- weight  from  Avoirdupois;  now  as  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  fubjeCt  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  I  look  upon  it  asdragg’d  in  on  purpofe 
by  the  combined  Authors  to  befpatter  my  pro- 
feffion ;  and  it  is  this  that  raifes  my  indigna¬ 
tion,  flopping  within  me  the  regular  fecretion 
of  the  pancreatic  juice,  and  exciting  cnoler. 

Without  doubt  every  learned  Reader  is  great¬ 
ly  edified  by  the  quotations,  and  as  this  takes  in 
by  far  the  greater  number  of  his  Majefly’s  Sub¬ 
jects  in  this  Kingdom  and  the  Colonies;  mote  es¬ 
pecially  the  common  Council  of  the  City  of 
London,  and  all  other  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Bailiffs 
and  Beadles  (theEfq;  Beadles  of  the  two  Univer- 
fities,  and  the  Univerfities  themfelves  always 
excepted)  particularly  thofe  more  wife  and 
knowing  Corporations  that  had  the  honour  to 
prefent  Mr.  P —  with  Gold  Boxes;  all  thefe 
being  highly  edified  by  the  quotations  in  this 
learned  Work,  it  becomes  illiterate  perfons  to 
be  filent,  and  to  admire  what  they  cannot  com¬ 
prehend. 

I  fliall  be  pardon’d  a  fhort  digreflion  in  favour 
of  the  Reader,  who  will  be  inquifitive  and  de¬ 
sirous  to  learn  to  what  ufe  thefe  glittering  tro- 
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phies  are  devoted ;  and  as  far  as  my  information 
reaches,  his  curiofity  fhall  not  be  difappointed. 
I  never  was  at  Hayes ,  nor  have  I  the  honour 
to  know  Lady  Ch—~m ;  but  I  know  a  man, 
that  is  acquainted  with  a  woman,  who  had  it 
from  a  third,  that  borrowed  it  from  a  fourth, 
and  fo  on  in  a  lineal  afcent  of  about  an  hun¬ 
dred  more,  the  laft  of  the  afcending  feries  be¬ 
ing  a  male,  who  derived  it  in  immediate  con¬ 
tact  from  Lady  Ch——m’s  Woman’s  own 
mouth ;  who  by  the  bye  will  not  I  hope  lofe 
her  place  for  having  communicated  to  a  bofom- 
friend  this  curious  detail  of  the  Gold  Boxes. 

They  are,  it  feems,  ranged  in  elegant  topo¬ 
graphical  order  upon  Lady  Ch - vi  8  Toilet, 

in  a  manner  altogether  refembling  a  beautiful 
map  of  England,  ftridt  regard  being  had  even 
to  the  longitude  and  latitude  of  each  city  and 
town  corporate.  The  latitude  differs  in  nothing 
from  that  of  ordinary  maps ;  but  with  refpedl 
to  the  longitude,  there  is  a  final!  variation,  Lady 

Ch - -m  having  {hewn  the  fame  partiality  in 

this  that  all  geographers  have  been  found  to 
have  to  their  own  country,  the  plane  of  the 
fir  ft  meridian  being  fuppos’d  to  pafs  through 
her  Ladyfhip  as  flie  fits  before  her  Toilet. 

London,  as  the  metropolitical  Box,  occupies 

the  chief  place,  and  is  moil  confpicuous  there, 

tho’ 


t 
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tho*  I  don’t  find  that  it  ferves  now  to  any  more 
valuable  purpofe,  than  as  the  repofitory  of  a  lit¬ 
tle  ladies-plailter  and  a  few  cofmetics.  Brijlol 
and  Bath  are  fituated  at  their  proper  distance, 
according  to  the  fcale,  weftward ;  they  have 
both  of  them  as  well  as  London,  emptied  them- 
felves  of  their  Freedom,  and  taken  in  a  valua¬ 
ble  cargo  of  jewels  and  rings.  At  fome  diftance, 
pretty  near  north  of  London ,  lies  Coventry ,  re¬ 
markable  for  nothing  but  being  cramm’d  with 
ribbands,  as  Gloucejler  a  little  more  to  the  weft 
is  with  pins.  Turning  back  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
you  meet  with  the  Aylejbury  Box’,  mark’d  45, 
and  infcribed,  for  fome  good  reafon  I  fuppofe. 
The  Number  of  the  Beafl ;  within  is  a  beautiful, 
fmall  enamel  of  the  virtuous  Mr.  Wilkes,, 
with  the  North  Briton  No.  45  in  his  hand ; 
which,  according  to  the  beft  chronology,  was 
written  in  the  45th  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
45th  day  of  the  month,  4^  minutes  and  45 
feconds,  after  drinking  45  bumpers,  fworn  45 
oaths,  and  looked  45  different  ways  at  one  and 
the  fame  time  ;  and  yet  this  divine  man  is  ftill 
in  exile !  O  Liberty  !  O  my  Country ! 

Travelling  again  a  good  deal  farther  north- 
weft  you  arrive  at  Ckeji erJ  §  whofe  golden 

Box 

,  §  t’he  Writer  hopes  that  this  vein  of  innocent  humour,  fo 
indulged,  will  be  pardoned  by  the  Gentleman  to  whom  it  re* 

£er». 
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Sox  is  laid  now  to  contain  no  other  freedom, 
than  poetic  freedom ;  being  fill’d  with  Poetry, 
and  Panegyric  in  praife  of  the  great  Commoner! 

written  I  will  venture  to  fay  by  Mr.  P _ ’s  ableft 

Panegyrift,  a  n.fpedfoble  Alderman  of  that  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  maik’d  with  the  letter  D.  A  little 
to  the  north-eaft,  once  was  fituate  Wigan'*  Coal 
offering  to  the  fame  idol  j  but  being 
oi  a  iuofiratum  of  bafer  matter,  and  not  the 

Coal  Mr.  P - wanted,  i.  e.  not  the  true  and 

genuine  P I T  -  C  O  A  L,  Lady  Cb - m  took  the 

r  reedom  to  throw  it  into  the  Fire,  where  it 
was  totally  confiimed,  and  had  been  eternally 
rorgotten,  had  it  not  been  luckily  recorded  in 
this  wonderful  Chronicle.  Here  my  intelli¬ 
gence  breaks  ofi^  and  I  cannot  with  any  cer¬ 
tainty  (which  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  is  always  to  be  attended  to)  gratify  the 
Reader’s  curiofity  any  farther. 

From  this  engaging  defeription  of  a  land 
like  Havilah ,  where  there  is  Gold,  and  per¬ 
haps  too  Bdellium  and  the  Onyx  Stone,  let  us 
fail  over  the  vaft  Atlantic  ocean,  and  look  in- 

’to 


fers,  as  he  has  a  great  perfonal  regard  for  his  friendftip  and 
abilities ;  and,  were  he  within  his  reach,  would  certainly  apo¬ 
logize  to  him  viva  vacs. 


X  The  Corporation  of  Wigan  prefented 
Box,  as  it  is  faid,  of  Caknex,  Coal. 


to  Mr.  P- 


t 
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t©  America  •,  but  here  my  fubjedt  requires  me 
incidere  ludum ,  to  break  off  all  merriment,  and 
to  forbear  a  Angle  exprcffion  that  is  not  weigh¬ 
ed  in  the  balance  of  truth  and  ferioufnefs. 

In  the  Colonies,  if  I  arn  rightly  informed, 
not  only  all  trade  and  commerce  is  at  a  dand, 
all  credit  broken,  and  all  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  with  Great  Britain  interrupted ;  but 
fuch  infanity  poff  ffes  the  minds  of  men  that 
no  obedience  is  paid  to  Government,  anarchy 
and  tumult  prevail  every  where,  and  he  is  ef- 
teemed  the  bed  citizen  that  expreffes  the  mod 
rancorous  zeal,  and  combines  with  the  mod 
inveterate  fury  againd  the  Parliament  of 

Britain* 

There  has  jud  now  fallen  into  my  hands 
Governor  Barnard’s  fpeech  to  the  general 
affembly  of  the  Province  of  Maffachuffct’s  Bay 
in  New  England ,  upon  this  fubjedt,  which  is 
written  with  the  fpirit  and  undemanding  of  a 
man  faithful  to  the  intereds  of  his  Royal  Mader  • 
perfwaded  of  the  Rights  of  the  Britijh  Pari 
liament,  and  affectionately  tender  of  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  Province  over  which  he  prefixes. 
The  an fwer  of  the  general  court  of  the  affem¬ 
bly  to  this  Speech  of  the  Governor’s  I  have 
alfo  met  with;  which  whoever  reads  with  at¬ 
tention 


l  —  '  ■ 


' 
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fention  will  want  no  evidence  of  the  ill  temper 
and  irritable  complexion  of  that  affembly  and 
people.  It  is  fo  full  of  evafion,  infinuation 
and  menace,  and  is  fo  uncivil  a  return  to  the 
elegant  and  affectionate  fpeech  of  the  Governor, 
and  withal  difcovers  fo  much  of  greater  refent- 
rnent  ftill  concealed,  that  one  cannot  but  ap¬ 
prehend,  what  I  will  not  venture  to  explain. 
For  my  part  had  I  any  enemy  as  a  private 
man,  diffembling,  and  yet  not  able  to  difiem- 
ble  fuch  inveterate  rancour  and  revenge,  I 
fhould  not  hefitate  to  believe  that  at  the  firft 
moment  of  his  power  he  would  infallibly  cut 
my  throat.  The  reply  of  the  Governor  to 
the  affembly’s  anfwer  is  in  the  fame  confident 
ftvle ;  and  affords  ftill  a  ftronger  proof,  as  well 
of  his  own  ingenuity,  honour  and  integrity,  as 
of  the  furious  and  enthufiaftic  fpirit  0!  the 

province. 

So  univerfal  a  phrenzy,  and  fo  unreafonable 
never  was  heard  of  but  in  fi&ion,  nor  ever 
refembled  by  any  thing  but  Virgil  s  inimitable 
ftory  of  Aleftoy  infpiring  the  Latins  with 
groundlefs  rage  againft  the  Trojans. 

Lu  potes  unanimes  armors  in  pralia  fratres, 
Atque  odiis  verfare  dorms ,  tu  verbena  t edits 
Funereafq;  infer  re  faces :  tibi  nomina  mille , ^ 
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Mi  lie  nocendi  at  tes :  facundum  concute  peflui , 
Disjice  compofitam  pacem ,  fere  crimina  belli  > 
Arrna  velit ,  pofcatq-,  fimul ,  rapt  at  q\  juventus. 


This  and  what  follows  in  the  author  is  a  fine 
poetic  fi&ion,  and  tho’  perhaps  it  never  exifted 
in  nature  before,  discovers  the  amazing  pene¬ 
tration  of  the  poet,  and  his  difcernment  of  the 
poffible  effects  of  human  paffions.  And  to 
what  other  kind  of  infpiration  can  we  refer 
this  caufelefs  refentment  in  the  Colonies?  h 
there  any  juft  ground  of  fuch  anarchical  and 
tumultuous  oppofition  ?  The  legiflative  autho¬ 
rity,  it  feems,  of  Great  Britain  aftumes  the 
right  of  taxing  the  Colonies,  and  has  proceed¬ 
ed  to  exercife  this  right  in  the  prefent  contefted 
duty  of  the  Stamps.  This  is  the  point  we  are 
now  to  argue  and  confider. 


We  will  firft  then  fuppofe  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  to  have  exerted  an  authority  they 
cannot  legally  fupport;  But  what  then?  Muft 
the  Colonies  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  without 
waiting  the  ifiue  of  one  humble  remonftrancc, 
after  the  paffing  of  the  bill,  leap  over  all  the 
bounds  of  duty  and  allegiance,  and  proceed  to 
an  extreme,  which  nothing  but  the  mod  con¬ 
temptuous  negledf,  and  the  moftrefolvcd  tyran¬ 
ny  can  excule  ?  Is  either  inferiority  or  fubordi* 

D  nation 
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nation  implied  in  the  rafhnefs  of  this  refent- 
ment?  It  had  been  more  becoming  the  ftate 
of  the  Colonies,  always  dear  to  Britain,  and 
ever  cherilhed  and  defended  by  it,  to  have  re- 
monfirated  in  terms  of  filial  duty  and  obedience  j 
perfuaded  that  an  afiembly  fo  a u gull  and  vene¬ 
rable,  fo  fam’d  for  juftice  and  equity  through¬ 
out  the  world,  and  of  fuch  acknowledged  wif- 
dom  and  goodnefs,  would  hearken  to  their 
complaints,  and  relieve  their  oppreffions.  If 
their  behaviour  has  been  contrary  to  all  this; 
let  them  reconcile  it  as  they  can. 

But  I  muft  abate  a  little  of  the  eoneeffion  I 
juft  now  made,  and  fuppofe,  as  I  very  fairly 
may,  that  the  right  of  taxing  the  Colonies  is 
at  leaft  a  doubtful  point.  If  it  cannot  be  de- 
monftrated  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  Colonies, 
that  fuch  a  right  is  legally  veiled  in  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Great  Britain ;  they  muft  give  us 
leave  in  our  turn  to  except  againlt  their  demon- 
fixation  of  legal  exemption  from  It  -  and  then 
the  matter  of  law  being  fet  afide  as  too  intricate 
for  our  decifion,  the  queftion  will  remain  to 
be  determined  by  Utitility  and  the  jufteft 
Reafon.  *  .  > «.  .  . 

i  •  r  ■  /  ‘  '  *  1 

It  fhall  firfi  of  all  be  granted  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies  that  they  have  a  natural  Right,  which  is 

better 
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better  and  mare  impoffible  to  be  fhaken  than 
any  legal  Right,  to  all  the  equity  and  indul¬ 
gence  that  Great  Britain  can  lhew  them ;  for 
after  all  that  has  been  faid  in  volumes  upon  the 
different  claims  of  different  Governments, 
founded  as  they  are  either  upon  Con  quell, 
Compadt,  or  Prefcription,  there  is  nothing 
can  fuperfede  the  natural  Right  of  all  men  to 
Juftice  and  Equity;  or  in  other  words,  to  the  bed: . 
eftate,  of  which,  their  fituation,  all  circumdan- 
ces  confider’d,  is  capable:  TheRightof  Conqueft 
is  no  more  than  the  greater  force  of  die  Con¬ 
queror,  which  enables  him  to  exert  what  degree 
of  tyranny  he  pleafes,  but  cannot  authorize  him 
in  the  lead  departure  from  mercy  and  goodnefs. 
And  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  Governments 
fuppoled  to  be  founded  upon  Compadt  :  For 
if  there  is  any  thing  in  them  not  confonanc 
with  found  reafon  and  the  Public  Good,  it 
muff  needs  have  been  the  conceffion  of  a  de¬ 
luded  or  a  fubjugated  people  ;  and  confequently 
void,  as  being  compadted  either  without  Under- 
ffanding  or  without  Freedom  :  And  this  argu¬ 
ment  will  bear  dill  more  drongly  againd  the 
iniquity  of  a  Prefcriptive  Right ;  for  what  is 
the  Prefcriptive  Right  of  Oppreflion,  though 
in  the  fmalled  indance,  but  the  immemorial 
Cudom  of  being  unjud  or  cruel,  or  otherwife 
detrimental  to  the  Society  over  which  it  is  ex- 

«r 
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Cfdied  ?  No  man  (and  it  is  the  fame  with  com¬ 
binations  of  men)  can  claim  a  Right  to  do 
Wrong:  It  is  a  plain  abfurdity  and  contra¬ 
diction  ;  and  an  attention  to  this  lingle  point, 
would  filence  a  thoufand  diiputes  in  a  thoufand 
intricate  volumes  of  political  and  polemical 
jargon.  Hence  is  evidently  deduced  the  rea- 
ionablenefs  of  what  is  granted  above,  that  the 
Colonies  have  a  natural  Right,  and  a  better 
Right  they  cannot  have,  to  all  the  Equity  and 
Indulgence  that  Great  Britain  can  fliew  them, 

9 

•N 

But  then,  it  is  to  be  farther  obferv’d,  that 
this  fame  method  of  arguing  is  equally  favour¬ 
able  to  Governors  as  to  the  Governed,  and  to 
the  Mother-Country  as  to  the  Colonies ;  for  it 
would  he  ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that  a  people 
ihould  have  a  claim  to  whatever  happinefs  their 
fituation  will  admit,  and  that  Princes  and 
Governors  Ihould  be  excluded  from  it;  that 
a  Colony  ihould  be  blelTed  with  Freedom  and 
Immunities,  and  that  the  Mother- Country 
Ihould  not  be  entitled  to  the  like  advantages. 
Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  then  are  to  be 
confider’d  as  mutually  bound  to  promote  one 
another’s  interefls,  and  to  make  conceflions  as 
circurnftances  may  require,  tho’  neither  awed 
by  Force,  nor  obliged  by  Law  or  Charter.  If 
this  reafoning  be  julL  (and  I  think  it  cannot 

be 
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be  tiifproved)  the  Colonies  will  no  longer  think 
it  equitable  to  infift  upon  Immunities  which 
the  people  of  Great  Britain  do  not  enjoy.  To 
claim  a  right  of  being  taxed  by  their  Af- 
femblies  only,  appears  to  have  too  much  the 
air  of  Independence ;  and  though  they  are  not 
reprefented  here,  (a  topic  which  I  fhall  not  fail  to 
dilcufs  in  the  fequel)  would  give  them  an  Im¬ 
munity  beyond  the  inhabitants  of  this  I (land. 


That  jt  is  fuch  an  Immunity  may  be  proved 
by  fuppofing  fome  part  of  Great  Britain ,  the 
County  of  York  for  inftance,  furrounded  by  it's 
own  fea,  unreprefented  in  the  Briti/h  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  liable  to  no  taxation  but  from  their 
own  Aflemblies :  Would  not  the  County  of 
York  regard  this  as  a  Angular  and  great  immu¬ 
nity  ?  Would  they  exchange  it  for  any  other 
advantage  that  could  be  offered  them  ?  or 
would  they  think  themfelves  fufficiently  recom- 
penced  by  the  honour  of  obtaining  feats  for  a 

fcoreofReprefcntatives  in  the  Britifli  Parliament?  - 

1  have  as  high  an  idea  of  the  Conflitution 
or  my  Country,  as  profound  a  veneration  for 
the  Parliament  of  Britain ,  and  as  true  a  fenfe 
of  the  happinefs  of  being  born  an  Englifhman,  1 
as  any  other  of  my  fellow-fubje&s ;  but  I  have 
not  altogether  that  lofty  idea  of  the  value  of 

particular 
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particular  and  fpecial  Reprefentation  which 
feme  men  pretend  to  have ;  and  fhould  think 
my  Liberty  and  Property  as  well  fecured  (and 
my  peace  and  quiet  a  great  deal  more  l'o,  for 
I  hate  a  Mob,)  by  500  Gentlemen  of  worth 
and  honour,  chofen  out  of  any  part  of  the 
Kingdom,  as  if  they  were  all  fupplied  from 

the  County  of  - ,  where  I  have  the  hap- 

pinefs  to  refide;  and,  with  exception  to  the 
great  efteem  I  have  for  the  prefent  worthy  Re- 
prefentatives  of  this  City  and  County,  I  fhould 
not  think  myfelf  in  fuch  cafe  abandoned  as  a 
Citizen,  or  enfla vedas  an  Englifhman,  though 
I  had  no  Vote  for  my  Property,  nor  fpecial 
Reprelentative  among  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain. 

This  will  ferve  to  throw  a  little  light  upon, 
and  detedt  the  fallacy  of  that  argument  of  Re¬ 
prefentation,  which  is  the  main  bulwark  and 
defence  of  the  Colonies  in  their  claim  of  Ex¬ 
emption  :  They  are  not  Ipecially  reprefented 
here  it  is  true  by  any  Deputies  from  among 
themfelves  ;  but  is  this  any  matter  of  real  mo¬ 
ment  ?  Is  it  a  defedt  which  they  are  really  folici- 
tous  to  fupply  ?  Or  could  they  hope  to  procure 
any  advantages  from  100  Reprefen tatives?  Com¬ 
mon  Senfe  anfwers  all  this  in  the  Negative ;  and 
lam  authorized,  from  having  converfed upon  this 
fubjedt  with  fome  fenfible  Americans ,  to  fay  that 
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they  defire  none  of  thefe  things.  I  am  almoft 
afraid  to  ufe  the  epithet  virtual  Reprefentation, 
becaufe  it  has  been  already  hifs’d  at,  and  point¬ 
ed  out  as  ridiculous  and  unmeaning ;  I  will 
undertake  however  to  fhew  that  it  has  it’s 
Meaning,  and  not  without  Propriety.  By 
fpecial  Reprefentation  is  to  be  underllood  the 
ele&ion  and  appointment  of  certain  perfons  to 
fit  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Honour  and  Rights  of  the  King  and 
Kingdom,  and  to  provide  for  the  united  Inte- 
refts  and  Happinefs  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  Dependents.  Thefe  are  the  fpecial  Repre- 
fentatives  of  their  Conftituents. 

Out  of  fpecial  reprefentation  fo  defined,  that 
which  is  virtual  may  with  propriety  be  ex¬ 
plained  :  If  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
who  are  the  fpecial  rep  refen  tat  ives  of  their  con- 
ffituents,  have  an  intereft  in  preferving  to  the 
Colonies  whatever  freedom  and  immunities  they 
can  enjoy,  confidently  with  their  dependence 
on  the  Mother  Country,  then  the  Colonies  have 
a  virtual,  though  not  a  fpecial  reprefentation  in 
the  Parliament  of  Britain ;  that  is,  they  have 
the  force,  and  power,  the  benefit  and  effedl  of 
reprefentation,  and  I  will  add,  as  more  nearly  al¬ 
lied  to  the  term,  the  virtue  of  it,  though  not  the 
itfelf.  If  the  members  of  any  one  county 

of 
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of  England,  fhould  at  any  time  be  abfent  fron'n 
the  deliberations  of  Parliament,  that  county 
would  then  not  be  actually  reprefented,  but  it 
would  be  virtually  fo.  And  if  this  explanation 
of  the  term  does  not  affix  a  rational  and  precife 
idea  to  the  word,  let  the  combined  authors,  and 
others,  who  have  made  fuch  a  ftir  about  it  prove 
the  contrary. 

Candid  oerfons  both  in  Great  Britain  and 

i 

the  Colonies  will  draw  conclufions  from  hence 
favourable  to  the  refolutions  juft  now  voted  in 
the Britijb  Houfe  of  Commons;  they  will  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  legal  right  of  taxing  the  Colonies 
however  unauthorized  by  cuftom,  or  contro¬ 
vertible  by  charter,  is  not  without  juft  reafon 
afferted  by  the  BritiJlj  parliament.  That  the 
common  welfare  of  all  the  fubjedts  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain ,  of  the  Colonifts  as  well  as  of 
thofe  at  home,  is  the  objedt  of  their  attention ; 
there' being  nothing  more  demonftrable,  nor 
more  apparent  even  to  common  fenfe,  than  that 

*  THE  INTERESTS  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND  HER  COLONIES 
ARE  THE  SAME;  that  thefe  cannot  fuf- 

fer 


*  Let  us  for  the  fake  of  clearer  demonftration  argue  thi' 


Point  fyllogiftically. 

Jf  the  Intereiis  of  Great 
thofe  of  her  Colonies  then 


Britain  evidently  rife  and  fall  witv 
the  PaniaiBen!  of  Great  Britan 
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icr  any  kind  of  oppreffion,  be  loaded  with 
taxes,  drain’d  of  their  fpecie,  cramp’d  in  their 
commerce,  abridg'd  of  their  liberty,  or  even 
damp’d  in  their  ipirits,  wdthout  at  lead;  equal 
injury  to  the  liberty,  trade  and  commerce,  the 
welfare  and  profperity.  of  Britain.  There  is 
no  point  which  the  Pamphlet  I  have  oppofed 
has  more  laboured  to  prove  than  this ;  as  if  it 
were  not  already  fufficiently  underdood  by  every 
fenlible  man  who  has  at  all  applied  himfelf  to 
the  iubjedt.  And  the  felf  evidence  of  it  is, 
and  will  always  remain,  a  fecurity  to  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  that  Great  Britain  will  ever  cherifh  a 
parental  regard  for  them,  that  llie  will  deal 
with  them  as  with  her  children,  and  will  lay 
ho  burdens  upon  them,  that  are  not  necedary 
to  be  borne,  or  that  are  underflood  to  be  op- 

preffive 


will  have  the  fame  Regard  for  the  Colonies  as  for  her 
own  People. 

But  the  Interefls  of  Great  Britain  do  evidently 
life  and  fall  with  thofe  of  her  Colonies. 

Therefore  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will 
have  the  fame  Regard  for  the  Colonifts  as  for  her  own 
People.  • 

The  minor  Propotfiion  may  be  thus  farther  proved. 

If  the  more  the  Colonies  flourifh,  in  a  (fate  of  Subor¬ 
dination  and  Dependence  upon  Great  Britain,  the 
more  Advantages  Great  Britain  will  derive  from 
them,  then  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies  are  the  fame: 


preffive.  She  lpeaks  to  them  in  that  flyle  of 
equality  and  mutual  endearment ;  I  am  as  thou 
art,  my  people  as  thy  people :  And  even  after 
the  contumely  die  has  experienced  only  afks 
the  one  eflential  queftion,  Is  thine  heart  right , 
as  mine  heart  is  with  thine  heart  ?  If  it  hr.  vive 
me  thine  hand:  Enjoy  with  me  all  the  Freedom 
and  immunities  of  a  happy  people;  all  the 
riches  and  greatnefs,  alt  the  fecurity  and  emo¬ 
luments  that  our  mutual  connection  will  ad¬ 
mit,  be  placed  above  the  condition  of  lefs  fa¬ 
voured  Colonies,  and  be  the  envy  of  Slaves 
and  Bigots. 

o 

But 


But  the  more  the  Colonies  Hourith, 

Therefore  the  Interefl  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies  are  the  fame. 

If  the  Confequence  of  the  firft  Syllogifm  fhould  be  de¬ 
nied,  it  may  be  thus  proved  : 

If  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will  provide 
for  the  befl  Efiate  of  it’s  own  People,  then  it  will  alio 
provide  for  the  belt  Efiate  of  the  Colonies  with  which  the 
Interefl  of  it’s  own  People  are  united. 

But  the  Parliament  will  provide  for  the  bed  Ellate  of 
ids  own  People; 

Therefore  it  wiil  aifo  provide  for  the  befl  Efiate  of 
the  Colonics  with  which  the  Intereil  of  ids  own  People 


is  united. 

This  can  only  be  evaded  by  urging,  that  the  Parliament 
may  not  underhand  the  true  intereil  of  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  or  will  wilfully  purfue  an  Intereil  contrary  to 
the  Welfare  of  all  it's  Subjects. 

Which  can  only  be  anfwered  by  faying,  that  the  Par- 
Jiament  of  Britain  is  neither perfed  nor  infallible,  but 

fhares 


'[  *7  ]  ‘ 

Bat  the  colonies  are  afraid  of  the  §  arbitrary 
government  of  Britain ,  and  that  if  in  one  in- 
ftance  they  fubmit  to  what  they  think  proper 
to  call  by  that  name,  it  will  be  made  a  prece¬ 
dent  for  future,  and  Hill  greater  oppreffions. 
Which  objection  may  be  varioufly  underftood> 
for  either  it  may  imply  an  apprehenlion  of  the 
governing  part  of  Great  Britain  in  this  and  all 
future  time,  as  not  rightly  underftanding  the 
intereft  of  the  colonies  and  our  mutual  con¬ 
nection,  and  fo  as  being  ignorantly  led  to  enaCt 
laws  detrimental  to  both.  Or  elie  it  may  mean 
that  the  conflitution  of  the  Britijh  government 

is 


(hares,  in  the  common  DefeCls  of  the  human  Nature; 
and  that  if  the  Colonies  will  not  be  fatisfied  with  lefs  than 
Perfection  and  Infallibility,  they  can  find  the  one  only  in 
Tjtopiay  and  the  other  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

And  in  Abatement  of  their  prefent  Uneafinefs  it  maybe 
obferved,  that  they  will  always  have  in  their  Hands  their 
prefent  Remedy,  againft  all  imaginary  Grievances,  viz. 
Tumult,  and  violent  Oppofition. 

§  It  is  a  Saying  of  Mr.  Rufflau ,  with  whom,  as  he  is 
now  in  England,  it  would  be  a  Pleafure  to  communi¬ 
cate,  and  to  hear  his  farther  Thoughts  upon  the  Subject. 

“  The  Englifh  imagine  they  are  a  free  People  ;  they 
are  however  miftaken  ;  they  are  fuel)  only  during  the 
“  Elections  of  Members  of  Parliament ;  When  thefc 
tc  are  choferi,  they  become  Slaves  again. ” 

In  civil  Matters,  as  in  leligious,  this  extraordinary 
Genius  appears  to  refine  too  much ;  and  in  fome  Points 
of  phyfical  and  metaphyfical  Learning,  I  think  I  could 
convince  him  of  Miftake. 

E  2 

4 


I 


[  28  ] 

is  in  its  own  nature  arbitrary,  and  fuch  as  a 
freeborn  American  would  not 
jedt  to, 

But  what  reafonable  ground  of  apprehenfion 
can  there  be  that  the  Britijh  parliament  fhould 
be  ignorant  of  fo  plain  a  matter,  as  that  the  in¬ 
tends  of  Britain  and  the  Colonies  are  the  fame ? 

It  is  almofl  a  felf  evident  Proportion ;  and 
the  Colonies,  if  they  would  juftify  their  own 
tumultuous  behaviour,  and  reconcile  it  to  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  fhould  endeavour  to  obfeure  this 
matter,  and  inflead  of  afferting  and  proving 
as  they  have  done,  ought  utterly  to  deny  it 
If  the  Parliament  therefore  miflake  the  Jnte- 
refts  of  the  Colonies,  they  err  alio  with  re¬ 
gard  to  Great  Britain ,  and  the  lot  of  both  is 
equal :  Our  apprehenfion  of  danger  ought  to  be 
the  fame  with  theirs ;  but  both  are  grcundlefs. 

As  to  the  latter  fenfe  of  the  Objection,  ' The 
arbitrary  Conjiitution  of .  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  ;  here  alfo,  if  there  were  any 
room  for  the  Objection,  we  are  involved  in  at 
leaf!:  equal  danger  with  themfelves.  But  for  my 
part,  1  have  al  ways  underftood,  that  there  is  arbi¬ 
trary  power  in  every  Government ;  and  from 
this  idea,  I  cannot  free  myfelf  in  whatever  light 
I  regard  the  fubjedt.  It  may  be  placed  in  the 
bands  of  few  or  many,  but  I  can  conceive  no 

,  earthly 


» 
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earthly  fecarity  better,  none  indeed  fo  good, 
as  that  which  depends  upon  the  wifdorn  and 
integrity  of  a  Britifh  King  and  Parliament. 

Whether  or  no  the  Stamp  Adt  is  a  well 
concerted  method  of  taxation,  fuitable  to  the 
Colonies,  and  eafy  to  be  borne,  I  have  no  op¬ 
portunity  to  be  informed,  nor  any  ability  to  de¬ 
termine  ;  but  this  I  allure  myfelf,  and  if  I  had 
a  voice  loud  enough,  would  (peak  it  in  the  ears 
of  all  the  Colonies,  That  the  wifdorn  of  the 
gritilh  Parliament  will  be  employed,  firft  to 
underhand  and  fearch  out  the  matter  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  to  apply  fuch  remedy  as  the  occafion  lhall 
require  ;  either  to  vindicate  their  own  honour, 
if  the  oppofition  be  merely  feditious,  or  to  re¬ 
lax  and  alter,  or  even  to  repeal  the  Adf,  if  it 
{hall  be  found  burdenfome  and  grievous  to  the 
Colonies. 

1  wifh  I  could  fay  there  was  room  to  hope 

for  the  fame  temper  and  moderation  abroad ; 

and  that  that  petulancy  of  fpirit  which  fo  lately 

exerted  itfelf  in  Tumult  and  Sedition  were  fub- 

fided:  That  the  Colonies  would  look  a  little 

back  to  their  Origin,  to  the  rock  whence  they 

were  hewen,  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence 

they  were  digged  ;  that  they  would  confider 

by  whofe  nurture  and  parental  tendernefs  they 
1  .  have 


have  arrived  at  the  greatnefs  of  fhch  a  people; 
bow  it  has  been  brought  about  that  a  little  one 
■lj  become  ci  t  non  [and ,  and  a  fmall  one  a 
ftrong  nation ;  and  that  they  have  not  long  fince 
become  a  prey  to  a  rapacious  and  all-devouring 
enemy ;  and  then  if  they  have  a  fpark  of  vir¬ 
tue  tea,  they  will  blufh  to  be  found  in  a  pofture 
of  hoftility  againfl  Great  Britain ,  and  will  re¬ 
cover  trom  it  as  expeditioufly  as  they  can ; 
tnei^  being  nothing  io  inexcu fable  as  enmity  to 
one’s  country^  no  name  of  infamy  half  fo  re¬ 
proachful,  as  that  of  a  bafe  and  ungrateful 
Parricide, 

In 


*  ^  WCiC  no^  infinitely  abfurd  for  a  private  man  of 
no  experience  to  hint  an  expedient  to  the  Public,  I  fhould 
hazard  one  at  this  time;  but  then  1  muft  exped  to  be 
twitted  with  my  profeffion,  and  to  be  told  that  fuch  things 
are  not  rectified  in  the  fliop,  nor  difiill’d  in  the  Laboratory, 
<rJ'iQ  to  be  pelted  with  Latin  proverbs.  Idle  Jut  or  ultra  ere - 
pi  dam ;  ne  pharmacopola  ultra  ojficinam :  To  which  I 
can  only  reply  as  in  a  note  above,  that  I  am  no  free  agent 
out  an  amanuenfis ;  an  amanuenfis  to  my  evil  genius,  who 
will  be  obey’d,  and  didates  to  me  a  counter  apophthegm. 
Inter dum  vulgus  reCtum  videt. 

1  °  come  to  the  point  then  cloferthan  ever.  If  I  were 
ro  unriddle  this  hubbub  in  the  Colonies,  and  to  explain 
ihe  grounds  of  their  djfTatisfadion,  I  fhould  fay  that  it 
does  not  arife  from  any  thing  grievous  or  intolerable  in 
the  prefent  Stamp  Act,  or  from  anything  elfe  that  they 
have  exprefsly  declared,  or  care  to  declare^  but  from  an 
apprehenfion  of  the  future  effeds  of  this  claim  of  power 
m  die  Britijh  Parliament.  In  one  word,  they  fufped  a 
defign  to  load  them  with  the  debt  of  Great ' Britain ,  in 

common 
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In  order  to  fatisfy  the  Reader,  who  has  a 
farther  demand  upon  me  from  the  Title-Page, 

1  mull:  digrefs  to  a  favourite  topic  with  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Britifh  fubjedts,  efpecially  the  Common 
Council  of  London  aforefaid,  and  the  Mob 
throughout  all  England ,  that  of  LIBERTY ; 
a  Sound  which  cannot  fail  to  awake  in  every 
great  and  unbounded  foul  the  remembrance  of 
it’s  bravtft  Champion,  Mr.  Wilkes. 

Other  writers  have  nibbled  at  {he  fubjeft, 
and  here  and  there  broke  the  fetters  of  con- 
ftraint,  making  timid  excurfions  into  the  land 

of 


common  with  the  people  of  this  ifland.  M^ght  it  not 
then  prove  a  healing  mcafure  to  give  to  the  Colonics  all 
the  fecurity  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit,  both  by 
law  and  charter,  that  nothing  of  this  kind  lhall  at¬ 
tempted  by  us  or  our  poflenty  for  ever?  In  lieu  of  which 
exemption,  from  the  burden  of  the  IVlother  Country, 
would  it  not  be  reafonablc  ?  wfould  it  not  be  practicable 
to  require  and  receive  from  the  Colonics,  annually,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  Government,  a  certain  quantity  of  fuch 
ufeful  materials  manufactured  or  otherwifc,  as  their  rc- 
fpeCtive  countries  produce,  fuch  as  timber,  iron  (ir  any 
iron  is  produced)  and  the  like;  or  a  fum  or  money  i  > 
the  maintainance  of  British  troops  tor  the  defence  ot 
the  Colonies  ?  This  expedient  is  only  hinted  here,  hut  in 
able  hands  appears  to  be  capable  of  being  modified  to 
great  advantage.  And  here  I  quit  the  office  ot  a  rojecloi, 
with  great  refignation  as  to  my  own  (cheme,  but  with 
earneft  wifhes  that  fome  conciliating  medium  mav  be 
propofed  for  the  cverlafting  concord  of  Great  Britain 

and  her  Colonies. 
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or  Libci ty ,  rathei  like  lpics  of  tire  country 
than  as  open  and  free  hooters.  But  this  phi-- 
lofopher,  by  dint  ot  lingular  Parts,  Study,  and 
private  1  t  a 51 licc. ,  acquired  fo  perfect  an  idea  of 
the  tiling,  as  not  even  the  celebrated  Gracchi  % 
nor  their  mother  Cornelia  had  ever  arrived  at 
or  imagined.  By  a  fingie  Call  of  his  Eye  he 
law  and  attained  at  the  age  of  puberty,  that 
the  divine  Plato's  Image  of  Virtue  was  but  the 
emblematical  fhadow  of  a  beautiful  Virgin 
without  fleflh  or  fubflance  ;  and  boldly  main¬ 
tained,  that  the  tangible  fibres  of  Moll  Hartly 
were  infinitely  more  divine  and  charming,  of 
more  extatic  power,  and  ravifhing  to  the  fenfe 
than  any  thing  that  philofopher  had  ever  con¬ 
ceived  in  dreams  or  vifions. 

By  the  fame  tortile  quality  of  the  eye 
and  obliquity  of  the  retina,  he  caught  a  fide 
glance  of  many  furprizing  and  paradoxical 
truths,  which  are  utterly  unattainable  by  direct 
vifion;  fo  much  is  mankind  miftaken  in  their 
ideas  of  things  (and  particularly  the  late  inge¬ 
nious  Mr.  Hogarth )  affixing  opprobrious  names 
to  excellent  qualities,  and  reprefenting  the  ob¬ 
lique  fighted  Mr.  Wilices  as  fquint-eyed  and 
gogling. 

By  a  peculiar  quality  of  the  optic  nerve,  and 
pofition  of  the  axes  optici,  he  faw  things  not 
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like  other  men,  but  as  they  really  are;  In  that 
true  Rate  of  inverfion  in  which  it  is  well  known 
nature  imprints  them  on  the  eyes  of  all, 
but  which  by  a  deception  of  the  mind  is  not 

perceived  by  the  wifeft,  and  leaves  men  in  the 

•  • 

vulgar  way  of  mifapprehending  things  as  they 
now  do  :  For  by  this  Angular  quality  he  faw, 
contrary  to  Common  Senfe,  and  Ample  appre- 
prehenAon,  that  prudent  Nature  had  difpofed 
all  things  in  right  order,  and  that  mankind 
were  guilty  of  the  inveriions;  he  law  clearly 
that  Kings  and  Princes  were  really  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  lyftem,  and  deflined  by  Nature  to 
the  Fag-End  ;  and  that  Porters  and  Scavengers, 
Shoe- Blacks  and  Link-Boys,  Common  Coun¬ 
cil-men  and  Carters  were  the  Primordia  of  Na¬ 
ture,  and  the  very  Cream  of  Society  ;  appoint¬ 
ed  to  diredt  the  order  of  things  in  the  world 
below  them,  and  in  the  fublimity  of  their  will 
and  undemanding,  to  over-rule  the  befotted 
judgments  both’ of  Kings  and  Parliaments. 

Fie  faw — -but  there  would  be  no  end  of 
feeing  or  relating  the  vifual  properties  of  this 
wonderful  Man.  It  is  fuAicient  to  fay,  that 
Lorn  the  Angular  Genius  of  this  unfortunate 
^  xile,  are  derived  all  thofe  advantages  and 
helps  of  Government,  which  Great  Britain  at 
this  hour  enjoys  above  all  the  nations  upon  earih. 

F  Hence 


Hence  it  is  that  things  glide  fo  glibly  on  in 
the  popular  ftream,  and  that  every  error  in 
Government  is  timely  corredted,  without  either 
law  or  juflice. 


Hence  it  is  that  Spiital  Fields'  Weavers  af- 
femble  together  by  thoufands  to  avenge  the  in¬ 
finite  decay  of  their  trade ;  occafloned  by  the 
bringing  over  from  France,  as  is  credibly  re¬ 
ported,  not  lefs  than  two  dozen  yards  of  filk 
by  one  of  the  D — —  of  B - 's  domeftics. 


Hence  it  is  that  that  moft  refpedtable  body, 
the  Mobility  of  the  City  of  London ,  with  their 
ufual  moderation  and  decorum,  did  actually  rd- 
cue  from  the  hands  of  Jack  Ketch ,  the  immor¬ 
tal  North  Briton ,  No.  45,  which,  containing 
the  great  Charter  of  their  Liberty,  had  been 
rafhly  fentenced  to  the  flames  by  the  ill-judging 
Commons. 


Hence  it  is,  flunks  to  the  Scum  and  Dregs 
of  the  people  of  Exeter  and  it’s  environs,  that 
we  ftiil  hope  to  drink  Cyder  and  Perry  un~ 
excifed. 


Hence  it  is  that  the  reverend  Mr.  Charles 

Churchill,  his  Pulpit  and  Cyder-Cellar  both 

deferted. 


/ 
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deferted,  made  to  elegant  a  difplay  of  his  na¬ 
tural  talent  of  fcurrility  and  ribaldry,  and  that 
he  was  fo  completely  the  anti-type  of  that  gen¬ 
teel  animal,  which  Mr.  Hogarth  exhibited  for 
his  refemblance,  a  Ruffian  Bear  :  That  with  a 
ftroke  of  his  pen,  by  the  divine  afflatus  of 

well-brewed  Porter,  he  levelled  all  diftinCtion, 

§  % 

befpattering  Lords  and  Commons,  Peers  and 
Bifbops,  fo  plentifully  with  dirt,  that  it  was 
hard  to  know  them  in  this  filthy  condition 
from  Mr.  Churchill  himfelf. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  matrimonial  fyftem,  a 
yoke  which  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  have  been 
able  to  bear,  is  at  this  time  fo  defervedly  ex¬ 
ploded  ;  this  gentleman,  in  conjunction  with 
his  dear  Friend  and  Equal  Mr.  Wilkes,  hav¬ 
ing  adopted  the  lentiment  of  the  *  Abbe  If 
Blanc ,  whom  I  (hall  quote  in  the  margin, 
fuppofing  that  the  conjugal  adjunct  of  Mrs. 
Wilkes  and  Mrs.  Churchill  refle&ed  ridi¬ 
cule 


*  Les  hommes  raifonnables,  faisfaits  de  ridicules  que  la 
la  Nature  a  attache  a  chaq;  individu,  fe  mettcnt,  1c  inoins 
qu’  ils  peuvent  dans  la  Neceflite  dc  repondre  deceuxdes 

autres.- - Un  grand  Homme  aupres  du  Penple  perd  du 

refpedt  qui  lui  eft  du  a  mefure  qu’  ii  a  plus  de  chofes  com¬ 
munes  avec  les  autres  hommes.  Je  crois,  en  efFet,  qu^ 
une  Madame  Newton  et  Madame  de  Fontenelle ,  dans  1* 
Efprit  de  bien  de  Gens,  feroient  tort  aux  Hommes  il- 
Juftres  dont  elles  porteroient  1c  Nom. 


/ 
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cute  on  the  great  charadters  to  which  they  were 
attached.  Xo  this  tender  regard  for  their  re- 
potation  it  was,  and  not  to  any  thing  libidi¬ 
nous  in  the  conftitution,  that  Mrs.  Wilkes 
Was  difcarded  for  Moll  Hartly ,  and  Mrs. 
Churchill  for  ID  oil  Common, 

Hence  it  is  that  as  many  traitorous  Libels 
feu  the  ufe  of  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  are 
publifhed  weekly,  as  there  are  news-papers  in 
the  Kingdom  ;  that  Coblers  and  Tinkers  are  be- 
come  able  Politicians,  and  as  fit  to  guide  the 
diate  as  the  Common  Council  of  London. 

•  * 

Hence  it  is  that  upon  the  upright  and  defi¬ 
nitive  Sentence  of  a  C.  J.  in  favour  of  Mr, 
Wilkes,  the  Hall  rings  with  acclamations, 
and  the  fkilful  navigators  of  our  unwieldy  vefiel 
give  three  cheers  for  his  deliverance. 

Before  thefe  halcyon  days  of  Liberty,  we 
were  Haves  to  the  antiquated  prejudices  of  our 
fore-fathers ;  who  taking  advantage  of  our 
education,  had  abfurdly  taught  us  to  believe, 
that  in  true  Liberty  there  is  Reftraint ;  that 
without  fubordination  there  is  no  rank,  and 
that  to  be  iubjedl  to  rule,  is  the  firfl:  principle 
both  of  Liberty  and  Precedency  ;  that  thofe 
Governments  are  moft  free  and  happy,  whofe 

Laws 


[  37  ■  ] 

t 

Laws  are  moft  inviolably  obferved;  and  that 
Ifrael  was  never  more  pitifully  enflaved,  than 
when  every  man  did  that  which  was  right  in 
his  own  eyes. 

Which  idea  of  Liberty,  (o  contrary  to  the 
light  and  knowledge,  the  genius  and  manners 
of  the  prefent  age,  if  any  one  (hall  fairly  de- 
monftrate,  I  hereby  fincerely  and  folemnly 
promife  to  become  his  Convert,  and  to  refi<m 
my  dear  Liberty,  now  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
Populace  of  Great  Britain ,  into  the  hands  of 
Reason,  Law,  and  Justice. 

N.  T.  Pharmacopola. 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. - In  Page  14,  Line  20,  for 

engaging,  read  enchanting.— And  in  the  8th  Line  of 
the  Annotation  in  Page  25,  for  Propotjiion,  read 

Propofition.  In  Page  18,  Line  24,  for  U Utility  ' 
read  Utility. 


V-  i  V  fr-  -ng  I  w  ' 


